Viewing Questions: Planet Rock: the Story of Hip Hop and the Crack Generation

Why would early hip hop emcees and rappers accept, embrace, and in some ways envy the powder cocaine culture (think the the socio-economic condition that gave way to hip hop in the 1970s/80s)? 

Why would the Tony Montana character from the Scarface movie appeal to hip hop artists? How would this film go onto influence hip hop music (as a very clear example, “Scarface” by The Geto Boys)? 

How can we see legislation and general police/law mentality regarding rock cocaine (crack) as highlighting institutional racism? Be familiar with some of the specifics here (i.e. the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1986).

What role did the media play in sensationalizing the “crack epidemic”? Was it an actual epidemic, or just moral panic and demonization? 

Why would rappers be envious and in some ways mimic crack dealers? How would crack culture become a part of hip hop music and style? 

In California, crack was a gang-related enterprise. How was this addressed in LA rap music, as well as how did the music address the “War on Crack”?

How did the “hustler's story” go on to impact rap music in the 1990s? Who were some hustlers turned rappers?

How did crack rap affect impact the narrative, look, and style of late 1990s rap music? How did rap go corporate during this time?

What were some key events in the reform of rock cocaine laws?

